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Didn’t Know of Raus’ Link With CIA,"
Investigator for His Defense Testifies

By ORR KELLY
Stat Staff Writer
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Raus’ connectlon with the CIA.

Thomas W, Laenia of 1300
Connecticut Ave, NW - wa
questioned for about half an
hour ‘during the taking of a
deposition by attorneys - for
Eerik  Heine, the" Estonian
expatriate who has complained
in a $110,000 slander suit that
Raus called him a Communist
and a K GB agent,

Under questioning by Robert
J. Standord, one of Heine'a two
attorpeys, LaVenia identified
himself as an investigator and
an attorney and said he had
been hired by Hogan & Hartson,
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He sald he did not knaw about
Raus” job with the CIA-re-
vealed.in an affidavit signed by
the deputy director of CIA in
January—and considered . the
case just another lawsuit.

Details Withheld

kauskas, Hazine's attorneys,
asked Harry C. McPherson Jr.,
special counsel to President
Johnson, to loak into the case
under a section of an executive
order governing the secrecy
regulations of federal agencies.

The executive order, first
issued in 1933 ‘and revised as
récently as March 6, 1963, spells
out who can classify-—or declas-
sify—government  information
as top secret, secret or confi-
dential and "what precautions
must be taken to protect gov-
ernment secrets. °

Over Classification Avolded
While the order was designed

) mrobect‘ secrets, i was also

gned to prevent any govern-
ment official who felt like it
from stamping “secret” on any
pnﬁr that crossed his desk,

A8 .8  furthér > precaution

mation is. not improperly with-

er, and act upon, suggestions or

operation of this order.”

Addressed to McPherson’

McPherson is the official
designated by the President and
it was to him that Heine's
atiorneys  addressed  their
request for White House inter.
vention in the case, ‘

They have argued in court
that they are prevented by the
secrecy imposed on the details
of Raus’ job for the CIA from
making an effective challengs
of Raus' defense that, because
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ycourse of the Investigation or,
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. Connolly, one of Raus'. two
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questions were irrelevant - and:
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